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Medical  Officer  of  Health — Cyril  Djve  Connac,  M.A.,  B.M., 
B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  inspector — Harold  Street,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — Leslie  G.  Hopes,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(Resigned  May,  1948). 

Assistant  Sanitary  I nspector—]a.mes  E.  Holden. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Coagietoa. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  during  the  year,  1948. 

The  health  of  your  district  remained  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  on  July  5th, 
and  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  your  responsibility  for  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and  for  the  treatment  of 
Infectious  Diseases  to  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Figures  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  are  therefore  recorded  in  this 
report  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  only. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  appointed  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer  under  the  Cheshire 
County  Council.  This  will  enable  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  Services 
to  be  co-ordinated  with  one  another  and  with  the  environmental  services 
provided  by  you. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for  the  work  done  and  to 
you  and  the  officials  of  the  Council  for  the  help  and  co-operation  given 
to  me  throughout  the  year.  I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
the  Surveyor  for  their  assistance  in  compiling  this  report. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  DOVE  CORMAC, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  customary  notes  on  social  conditions  are  not  requested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Estimated  population  ...  i5i3io 


Births 

{ 

Legitimate 

Total. 

289 

Male. 

158 

Female. 

Live  births  | 

Illegitimate 

... 

1 1 

6 

5 

Still  births  | 

Legitimate 

. • • 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  mid.  1948  19.6 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1,000  of  the  population  17.9 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  16.4 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population  0.33 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1,000  total  population  o 42 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows: — 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  8 6 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  26.7  per  1,000  live  births. 


Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales  34.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.0 

Deaths 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths,  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  186  100  86 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  12.1 

Death  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1,000  of  the  population  10.8 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within  the 
district  during  the  past  year  : — 


Cause 

1 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  influenzal  encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

7 

2 

5 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

7 

1 

Cancer  of  breast 

3 

0 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

15 

8 

7 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

28 

12 

16 

Heart  diseases 

45 

22 

23 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

3 

2 

Bronchitis 

12 

7 

5 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

2 

0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

0 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

3 

0 

Nephritis 

7 

5 

2 

Puerperal  & post-abortion  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

0 

1 

Premature  birth 

4 

3 

1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  inj.,  infant  dis.  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

Road  traffic  accidents 

6 

5 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

19 

9 

10 

Totals 

! 186 

1 100 

1 86 

6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes : — 


No.  of  Deaths 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes 


0 

1 


Total 


1 


The  Maternal  Mortality  is  3.3  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  are  satisfactory  and  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  occupation  havin^y  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  has  resulted  in  many  changes  of 
public  health  administration. 

An  additional  provision  in  the  district  is  a home  help  service  for 
confinements  and  cases  of  illness  at  home.  The  Cheshire  County  Council 
have  engaged  one  full  time  home  help  for  work  in  Congleton  and  nearby 
areas,  and  others  are  engaged  where  necessary  on  a casual  or  part  time 
basis. 

Transport  by  ambulance  now  a responsibility  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  is  free  and  cars  are  available  for  sitimg  cases  where  necessary. 
Two  ambulances  are  stationed  within  the  Borough. 

The  welfare  of  handicapped  persons  and  the  aged  is  the  concern  of 
the  County  Health  Department  who  are  responsible  for  administration 
of  Sections  29  and  30  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  dealing  with  this 
kind  of  work. 

The  hospitals  have  now  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

\'^accination,  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  is  carried  out  by  Practitioners  on  behalf  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 
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The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  now  situated  at  Monsall  Hospital, 
having  moved  from  York  Place,  Manchester. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  also  provide  a Home  Nursing  Service, 
having  taken  over  the  work  from  the  local  voluntary  organisations. 

The  remaining  facilities  in  the  district  remain  unchanged. 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water — 

I (a)  Quality.  Chlorination  of  the  Forge  supply  has  continued  to  be 
a necessary  precautionary  measure  because  the  supply  is  derived 
from  shallow  wells  the  nature  of  which  render  the  water  liable 
to  contamination. 

Plumbo-solvency  of  the  Buglawton  Bore  Hole  water  continues 
and  the  ph  is  raised  to  seven  or  over  by  the  addition  of  soda  ash. 
The  Forge  supply  has  a total  hardness  of  25  degrees  which  is 
particulaily  high  but  it  is  not  subjected  to  any  softening 
treatment. 

(b)  Quantity.  Since  my  last  annual  report  the  erection  of  additional 
houses  and  further  demands  from  industry  have  so  increased  the 
consumption  of  water  that  the  total  yield  from  all  sources  is 
quite  insufficient  to  maintain  a twenty-four  hour  supply.  During 
periods  of  drought  when  the  yield  is  diminished  and  during 
periods  of  frost  causing  leakage  due  to  burst  mains  the  supply 
to  most  areas  of  the  town  has  been  curtailed  throughout  the 
night.  Work  on  the  Hug  Bridge  water  supply  for  delivering 
one  million  gallons  per  day  from  three  bore  holes  is  proceeding. 
The  pumping  main  and  reservoir  should  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  October,  1949,  but  owing  to  delay  in  delivery  of  pumping 
plant  it  is  still  not  likely  that  this  new  source  of  supply  will  be 
available  before  1952. 
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2 


3 


4 


Analysis.  Samples  of  water  have  been  forwarded  to  the  County 
Analyst  for  his  examination  during  the  year  as  follows; — 

High  Level  Supply  ...  9 


Low  Level  Supply 
Buglawton  Old  Supply 
Corda  Well  Supply 
Buglawton  Bore  Hole  Supply  .. 


9 

2 

9 

2 


Most  samples  were  found  to  be  of  sound  bacteriological 
condition  and  of  satisfactory  organic  purity  but  in  two  cases 
bacteriological  contamination  was  indicated,  possibly  as  a result 
of  access  of  surface  water. 


All  samples  taken  from  the  Buglawton  supplies  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 


Contamination.  During  the  past  year,  several  new  springs  on 
the  Corda  Well  supply  have  been  located,  and  are  to  be 
connected  up  to  the  present  supply.  An  order  has  been  placed 
with  Messrs.  Bell  Bros.,  for  a Shunt  Feed  Type  Chemical 
Sterilising  Equipment  in  order  that  this  supply  may  be 
safeguarded  against  bacteriological  pollution. 

Population.  It  was  estimated  that  14,350  of  the  population 
received  water  from  the  public  supply.  A number  of  houses 
already  scheduled  for  further  action  are  supplied  by  means  of 
stand-pipes.  A number  of  scattered  houses  in  the  rural  part 
of  the  area  have  their  own  water  supply  as  there  are  no  mains 
in  their  vicinity.  Approximately  one  hundred  liouses  in  the 
Borough  are  without  a piped  w'ater  supply. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Extensions  of  the  existing  sewerage 
system  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  to  meet  the  demands  of 
housing  estate  development  at : — 

Waggs  Road  Estate,  i8  houses. 

Parson  Street  Estate,  68  houses  (in  course  of  construction). 

The  draft  proposals  for  the  West  Heath  Sewerage  Scheme  are  now 
completed  and  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 
1 he  scheme  will  include  for  the  provision  of  a new'  Disposal  Works  at 
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Radnor,  in  addition  to  the  sewering  of  the  area  between  Newcastle  Road 
and  Holmes  Chapel  Road,  and  the  Back  Lane  area  to  the  Borough 
boundary  in  the  north. 

At  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  samples  of  the  “Final  Effluent” 
and  the  Storm  Water  Effluent  periodically  examined  by  the  County 
Analysts  have  not  always  proved  satisfactory. 

The  present  Outfall  Works  cannot  now  cope  with  the  daily  flow’  of 
sewage.  It  is  the  Conncil’s  intention  to  prepare  and  submit  a Scheme 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  improvement  of  the  existing  works  and 
the  proper  disposal  of  sludge. 


Public  Cleansing. — Existing  arrangements  continue  as  regards  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  Butchers’  Offals  and  diseased  meat,  whilst  in 
the  outlying  Buglawton  area  pails  and  house  refuse  continue  to  be 
collected  weeklv. 

During  the  year,  2,649  tons  of  refuse  have  been  collected  and 
disposed  of. 


The  Local  Salvage  Scheme  is  still  in  active  operation  in  accordance 
with  instructions  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply. 
The  total  of  salvage  materials  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year 
is  as  follows ; — 

Value 


• 

Tons. 

Cwts 

Qis. 

lbs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

...  162 

5 

2 

0 

1,034 

19 

0 

Rags 

3 

13 

2 

10 

54 

5 

3 

Kitchen  Waste 

97 

3 

I 

0 

158  19 

2 

Bones 

16 

0 

0 

3 

18 

8 

Iron  (scrap)  and  Metal 

5 

3 

I 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Jrtrs 

Bottles  and  Jars  (mixed) 

226  dozen 

3 

0 

Total 

269 

I 

2 

10 

5 

I 

10 


Closet  Accommodation : — 

Number  of  conversions  from  pnils  to  W.C.  during  1948  ...  5 

Number  of  conversions  from  slop  closets  to  pail  closets 

during  1948  ...  • ■ ...  •.«  o 

Number  of  pail  closets  in  built-up  areas  ...  ...  195 


Sanitary  Inspection. — Four  statutory  notices  were  served  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  two  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 
Three  hundred  and  eighty  two  informal  notices  were  served  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty  five  were  complied  with. 


Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

For  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  treatment  of  infested  premises 
was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Scheme.  On  April  ist, 
1948,  the  County  Council  delegated  their  powers  under  the  1919  Act  to 
the  Borough  Council.  A rodent  operative  appointed  by  the  Council 
carries  out  inspections  and  treatment  of  premises  and  his  work  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Borough  Surveyor  inspections  and 
treatment  of  Corporation  refuse  tips,  sewers  and  water  cour.^es  are  carried 
out  at  regular  intervals. 


SECTIOS  D. 

Housing. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  on  Housing  activities  imposed  at  the 
ouibreak  of  war  the  housing  position  in  Congleton  is  still  very  serious 
and  constitutes  a major  problem  facing  the  Corporation.  There  is  a 
pressing  need  to  rehouse  many  persons  living  in  insanitary  accommodation 
and  under  conditions  of  serious  overcrowding. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  two  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in 
connection  with  the  issuing  of  licences  under  the  Control  of  Civil 
Building— Defence  Regulation  56A. 
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SECTION  B 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Milk  Supply: — 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  cowsheds  ...  ...  ag 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  dairies...  ...  ...  g 

Number  producing  “Accredited  ” Milk,  six  of 

whom  are  retailers  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  producing  Tuberculin  tested  milk, 

two  of  whom  are  retailers  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  distributors  of  Pasteurised 

milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  dealers  in  respect  of 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  ...  8 


Twenty  informal  notices  were  served  with  respect  to  cowsheds  and 
eleven  with  respect  to  dairies.  All  these  notices  were  complied  with. 


Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year  under  review  two  of  the  manufacturers  have  been 
carrying  out  an  improvised  heat  treatment  process  of  manufacture, 
pending  the  arrival  and  installation  of  the  necessary  equipment.  The 
remaining  manufacturers  used  the  “cold  mix”  method.  Owing  to  the 
absence  of  any  uniform  bacteriological  standards  for  ice  cream  no  samples 
have  been  taken  regularly  for  analysis.  Two  were  however  examined 
and  both  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Total  amount  of  meat  destroyed  ...  57>i59  lt>s. 

Approximately  46%  of  this  meat  was  taken  from  casualty 
animals  and  the  total  weight  destroyed  includes  all  offals.  Killing 
is  done  here  not  only  for  the  Borough,  but  also  for  a large  portion  of  the 
Congleton  Rural  District,  and  other  districts. 
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/Heat  Inspection. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
incl . Cows 

* Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1211 

410 

2505 

68 

Number  inspected 

I 2 I 1 

410 

2505 

68 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

8 

43 

10 

I 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

■35 

9 

343 

1 1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

1 1 .8% 

12.7% 

14-1% 

17-6% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

31 

2 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

667 

— 

— 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  Tuberculosis... 

57-6% 

0.4% 

— 

26.4% 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  succeeding  tables  indicate  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of  cases 
admitted  to  hospital  and  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

The  four  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  members  of  one  family. 
The  suspected  source  of  infection  was  a tin  of  corned  beef  received  in  a 
food  parcel  from  Johannesburgh.  As  is  frequently  the  case  no  pathogenic 
organisms  were  isolate  1 from  the  specimen  examined  in  the  laboratory. 


Notifiable  Diseases  {other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year,  1948. 
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Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

85 

68 

-- 

Whooping  Cough 

86 

— 

— 

Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

36 

— 

— 

Pneumonia... 

23 

2 

7 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

I 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 1 

5 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

— 

— 

P'ood  Poisoning 

4 

— 

Age  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Undetj 
I yr. 

I- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

65  and 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

4 

2 

1 1 

35 

21 

4 

I 

3 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

9 

12 

13 

28 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Measles 

4 

3 

4 

7 

4 

10 

I 

— 

I 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

2 

I 

I 

3 

5 

6 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

2 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

2 

I 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  immunisation 


scheme  has  been  used  during  the  year  up  to  July  5th  : — 

Number  of  children  immunised,  under  school  age...  ...  189 

Number  of  children  immunised,  of  school  age  ...  ...  112 

Number  of  children  given  a reinforcing  injection  ...  64 

Total  number  of  children  immunised  since  inception  of  the 

scheme  in  1939  ...  •••  •••  3i272 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


New  Cases 

Mortality 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Fenoale 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Up  to  I yr. 

1-5 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

5-15 

15-25 

I 

I 

2 

"■  ■ 

“ ■ “ 

1 

I 

— 

25-35 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

65  and  over 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Totals 

... 

3 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Three  Certificates  have  been  granted  during  1948  in  respect  of 
adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  under  Section  34  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937. 


The  following  tables  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  give  details  of  inspections  and  cases  where  defects  were  found  : — 


I.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspect- 
ions 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
I , a,  3, 4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

135 

794 

17 

nil. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
to  which  Section  7 applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order  1938 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers' 
premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

135 

794 

17 

— 

16 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  j Number  of  cases 
ia  which  defects  I in  which  defects 
were  were  Referred 

To  H.M.  Hv  H.M. 


Found 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  Temperature 

t 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ! 

(a)  insufficient  ...i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defectivel 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ' 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Home-' 
work) 

I'otal 


6 

I 


17 


Remedied 


Inspector  Inspector 


6 — 


3 

o 


1 2 


Number 

of  cases 
in  which 
prosecut- 
ions were 
instituted 


